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The following tables speak to each of the trail alignment options as they appear on the 3/6/09 version of the Alignment Alternative sheets, for sheets 8 – 12 which cover the area occupied by the Maidu Neighborhood Association (MNA).

As much a possible, I walked all of the route alternatives, sometimes more than once, to identify the best routing.  I also reviewed the comments gathered at both the December 2008 and February 2009 Open Houses.

Sheet 8 – Most desirable route

	Segment(s)
	Comments

	A14
	Passing under Rocky Ridge is preferred to B15’s crossing at the intersection with S. Cirby.

	A16
	Getting to A16 from A14 includes segments A15a or A15b.  I have no preference for either route as it impacts the MNA; however, from a trail user’s viewpoint I think A15A with the crossing at bridge (18) is preferable.

	B16
	B16 runs closer to the center of the Greenbelt than A17.

	A18
	I prefer this narrowly over B17 and B17a because of how close B17 could come to the homes on Jo Ct.  However, if the (20A) crossing is kept far enough away from the Jo Court homes, then this choice becomes equally viable in my opinion.  From a trail user’s standpoint, the B17 – B17a alternative is more desirable as if follows a more direct route.

	A19
	Only alternative on north side at this point.

	A20
	I prefer the higher-ground route of A20 over A21 three reasons:

· trail maintenance (less likely to flood/be eroded)

· stay way from wildlife like water fowl that live in the creek bottom

·  and because of how it sets up the grade-level crossing at Champion Oaks (see comments on Sheet 10).

From a trail user standpoint I could see a preference for being closer to the creek to see wildlife and see and hear the water flowing.

The south side route, B18 is close to many homes, although not impossible as an alternative as the houses are almost all 2’ – 6’ higher than the trail would be.


Sheet 9 – Most desirable route

	Segment(s)
	Comments

	None
	I feel the Strap Ravine connection to Maidu Regional Park should not be considered for the following reasons:
· There are two existing alternate routes between the Greenbelt and the Park that can be used – along the wide sidewalk on the east side of Rock Ridge, and along the bike lanes on Champion Oaks.

· The proposed route along Strap Ravine would be relatively expensive to build as it will require two bridge crossings and a graded ramp section at the north end where the ground level difference is 8’—10’ in the last 50 feet before reaching McLaren Drive.

· The exit point at McLaren is 150’ east of the stop sign and crosswalk at Balboa Drive.  I think it would be tempting for people to cross right at that exit point rather than go to the crosswalk (especially as there is a trail entrance to the park just 50’ from the exit point).  This exit point is just west of a curve that makes visibility hard for motorists approaching that point, so I fear the exit point would become a dangerous crossing point by trail-user choice.


Sheet 10 – Most desirable route

	Segment(s)
	Comments

	A20
	The A20 trail runs more through the middle of the Greenbelt than the other routes.  In addition, its crossing at Champion Oaks is more visible sooner to cars going south and down hill on Champion Oaks from its 4-way stop intersection with North Cirby Way because there is a curve in this downhill stretch.  Cars going downhill are usually picking up speed, so if there is some reason for them to stop, I think earlier visibility is important.  Going in the other direction – north on Champion Oaks, all three potential crossings are equally visible well in advance of getting to them.

	A22
	There are several reasons why I think A22 is a better choice than B18.  (This thinking applies to Sheet 11 as well.):

· There are no houses on the A22 side of the creek along West Colonial Drive in the northern part of this section, and A22 is closer to the middle of the Greenbelt.  By contrast B18 runs right behind houses, and then behind the mobile homes in the Country Villa Mobile Home park all throughout this section.

· There is a low floodwall along the Mobile Home Park, and much of it has dirt built up its side like a ramp.  This makes access to the mobile homes much easier than the homes behind the higher floodwall on the West Colonial side of the creek.

· There are also fewer homes on West Colonial than mobile homes in the same stretch, and I suspect the population in the Mobile Home Park is older on average, and therefore more vulnerable.


Sheet 11 – Most desirable route

	Segment(s)
	Comments

	A22
	See the comments for Sheet 10.


Sheet 12 – Most desirable route

	Segment(s)
	Comments

	A22
	See the comments for Sheet 10.

	South of A22
	I am undecided about the best routing south of Old Auburn Road, mainly because much depends on Placer and Sacramento County (or City of Citrus Heights) actions to make the proposals worth pursuing.  Given this very big unknown, I suggest any of the following as possible, more immediate options:

· Stop the trail at Old Auburn.  Build the underpasss, but provide access to the bike lanes on Old Auburn from that point.

· Build A23 to crossing (29), then connect to section B20 to provide a loop end to the trail
· Conceive of yet another alternative way to end the trail at this point while we await the connection to points south that may be a long time coming.


3/17/09 Addendum:
I appreciate that not all neighbors will agree with the route choices I have suggested here.  In some cases I have suggested routes that go closer to MNA homes than those of other neighborhoods, but as the other neighborhood associations are not active, and as the other trail choices would have placed the trail much closer to their homes, I tried to select the route that was closest to the middle of the greenbelt (in the middle third if possible) to be fair to neighbors in both neighborhoods.  I did not explicitly take a position for or against the trail per se as I there is clearly a split in opinion between neighbors on this point.  I simply said “if there is to be a trail, this appears to me, all factors considered, to be the most desirable choice.”
While I tried to be fair about my recommendations, this does not preclude neighbors from continuing to express their opinions on the trail, for it, against it, or to make suggestions about it, in the public forums yet to come.  We will publicize the upcoming public reviews before various City of Roseville committees, and, ultimately, before the City Council, at this web site and in the monthly Maidu Neighborhood Association Newsletter as delivered to neighbors’ doorsteps by the Association’s volunteers.
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