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Neighborhood Santa Visit
by David Allen

Santa made his annual visit to Willard Dietrich Park this year to the delight of neighborhood kids and kids at heart.  Rolling up in a fire engine from our neighborhood fire station, Station #4, Santa made his grand entrance with lights flashing.  While elves handed out candy canes, Santa greeted the adoring crowd with a good measure of Christmas cheer.  Given his busy schedule this time of year, Santa was soon on his way in his gleaming red "sleigh" to start his journey back to the North Pole.

Before Santa's arrival, well over 50 Maidu neighbors enjoyed visiting with one another over steaming cups of hot chocolate and cider prepared by neighborhood volunteers.  An assortment of cookies was enjoyed by all.  Luminarias lined the entry path to the park, adding to the festive vibe of this annual event.

A great big thanks to those who brought canned food donations.  When the event came to a close, 67 pounds of canned food had been collected.  The Roseville Salvation Army in downtown Roseville was most appreciative of our donation.  If you know anyone in Roseville who needs food assistance this time of year, have them visit the Salvation Army at 100 Lincoln Street, between the hours of 10 am and 3 pm, Monday through Friday.

It's important to note that Santa's visit would not have happened this year without some creative thinking by Maidu Neighborhood Association elves.  When the Maidu NA Board found out that the City of Roseville would not be transporting Santa through Roseville neighborhoods as they had done in years past, MNA Board Member Jim Kidd suggested we contact Roseville Fire Station #4 to ask them to transport Santa to Dietrich Park this year.  We thank Jim, other members of the MNA Board, and neighbor Larry Arkus for making this plan a reality. 

Next Meeting of Maidu Neighborhood Association:  7 pm, Tuesday, January 26, 2010, Sargeant Elementary School, Activity Room, 1200 Ridgecrest, Roseville.  The Activity Room is toward the back of the school.  Enter off N. Cirby. 

 Neighborhood Web Site:  www.maiduna.com

Student Art Displayed at Maidu Library
by Lisa Allen

While we are all aware of the budget cuts to our public schools, art education in our local schools has not been lost.  Roseville City School District students are still learning about, making, and enjoying art thanks to the Art Docent Program and the support it receives from the district and parent volunteers.  The school district supplies portfolios of fine art that rotate from school to school.  During the school year, each grade will see eight different portfolios, each composed of up to eight art reproductions.  Each month, parent volunteers teach the students about the artwork.  The parent volunteers then help the students create their own art based on the techniques represented in that month’s portfolio.

Since 2005, the Roseville Public Libraries have participated in the RCSD Art Docent Program by offering their facilities for art display.  From February through May, each of the libraries will be displaying a different school’s artwork.  Student artwork from Sargeant Elementary will be on display at the Maidu library during the month of February, so stop by and see the inspiring results of this wonderful art education program
Maidu Museum and Historic Site
1970 Johnson Ranch Drive, Roseville

Opening day for the new Maidu Museum will be Saturday, February 13, 2010, from 9 am to 4 pm.  Admission is free.  The opening program will start at 9:30 am.  The guided tours will be held at 10 am and 1 pm.  Native storytelling will be offered at 11:30 am and 2:30 pm.  From noon to 1 pm, the focus will be on the exhibits with Native American speakers and living history.  

At 6:30 pm, on February 13, the Museum will open for visitors who want to see the exhibits and art as part of the Second Saturday Program.  Dugan Aguilar will speak at 7 pm and his speech is entitled, “Deeper Than Gold.”

Become a City of Roseville Volunteer

Join the City’s Nature-Culture Team of dedicated men and women who are trained to teach children about local history and cultural heritage.  After training, volunteers lead tours through the Maidu Museum or Historic Site.  Training will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 am to 12 noon for 6 weeks starting on February 16 and ending on March 25.  Call (916) 774-5934 for more information.

Neighborhood Newsletter Delivery

This newsletter that appears at your front door every month is dropped off by a volunteer who makes the delivery.  Volunteers occasionally need someone to take over because of a new baby, new home, new job, or just added responsibilities.  

Can you be available once a month to pass out the newsletter to the homes on Winchester Court and Winchester Way?  Please contact Jim Kidd at 784-7024 or via e-mail at jckidd@hotmail.com if you can handle this route once a month.  It’s good exercise and you’ll get a chance to see how others decorate their front porches!

Old Auburn Ranch Property Re-Zone
by David Allen

The rezoning of the Old Auburn Ranch property was approved by the City Council at their December 2 meeting.  The 14-acre property, bordered by Old Auburn Road where it intersects South Cirby Way, will be divided into 2 portions; 6.85 acres are now zoned Low Density Residential with 4.8 units per acre. The remaining 7.15 acres, previously zoned Low Density Residential, are now zoned Open Space/Floodplain, adding to adjacent land with this designation.  The City Council also approved a tentative subdivision map for 32 single family homes.

At the City Council meeting, a representative from the Castle Creek Homeowners Association expressed concern that if the project is built, it would eliminate the ability to widen Old Auburn Road to 4 lanes. Public Works Director Rob Jensen noted that neither the City of Roseville nor Placer County estimates traffic volumes increasing to a level that would require 4 lanes. 

Once sold and developed, there will be 2 entrances to Old Auburn Ranch.  One will be opposite the entrance to Boston Commons Place.  The other is the existing Spahn Ranch Road which borders the Castle Creek development.  Those leaving Old Auburn Ranch from Spahn Ranch Road will be limited to right turns only.

Proceeds from the sale of the Old Auburn Ranch property will go toward repaying the City's Traffic Mitigation Fund.  This fund was used by the City to purchase this property in anticipation of a realignment of South Cirby Way and Old Auburn Road.  Since that realignment was never pursued, the City has worked at readying the property for sale.

Protect Yourself from Identity Theft

Do not give out personal information over the telephone, through the mail, or over the Internet unless you have initiated the contact or know with whom you are dealing.

Shred discarded documents such as bank statements, pre-approved credit card offers, and insurance forms that contain financial information.

Do not use your mother’s maiden name, birth date, or last four digits of your social security number when creating a password.

Never carry your social security card, birth certificate, or passport unless necessary.

Do not write your social security number on checks or give it out to businesses.

Do not enter your credit card number on a web page unless it is a secured site (look for "https" at the beginning of the web address).

If you order a new credit card, make sure it arrives within the appropriate time.  Cancel all credit cards you have not used in the last 6 months.

Order your credit report at least twice a year.  Correct all mistakes with the credit bureau.

